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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

May 7, 2002 Upon recess of BMA

Mayor Baines called the meeting to order.

The Clerk called the roll.  There were fourteen Aldermen present.

Present: Aldermen Wihby, Gatsas, Guinta, Sysyn, Osborne, Pinard, O’Neil,
Lopez, Shea, DeVries, Garrity, Smith, Thibault, Forest

Messrs.: Deputy City Solicitor Arnold, R. MacKenzie, R. Sherman

Mayor Baines addressed item 3 of the agenda noting it had been voted upon at the Board
level earlier in the meeting.

 3. Communication from Sherry Chakrin seeking financial assistance from the City to
assist students from Manchester West High School Destination ImagiNation in
attending the Global Finals in Knoxville, Tennessee on May 22, 2002.

Mayor Baines addressed item 4 of the agenda:

 4. Communication from Mrs. Pauline Gatsas on behalf of the Gatsas Family
announcing the establishment of the Dr. Louis T. Gatsas Memorial City Track Meet,
and seeking a contribution towards two scholarships to be awarded or the purchase of
an advertisement in the program book for the First Annual Meet to be held on May
18, 2002.

Alderman Gatsas voted to receive and file noting it is actually going to be six
scholarships…two to each school, one for a boy and one for a girl.  I think that the City has
gone beyond it’s call and we’ve raised enough funds to take care of the situation, so there is
no reason why we need to look for additional funds.  Alderman Forest duly seconded the
motion.

Alderman Gatsas stated everyone is invited on the 18th and I would hope that all of the
Aldermen are there to participate for this and maybe next year we can increase it and see if
we can get the three baseball teams to participate in the tournament that weekend and maybe
we can give out a few more scholarships.
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Mayor Baines called for a vote on the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion
carried.

Mayor Baines stated I would like the Clerk to be authorized to send a thank you to Mrs.
Gatsas and the Gatsas Family thanking the family for their efforts for this program and
thinking about students for scholarships, it’s very commendable and I think they deserve
accolades from the Board and the entire City and I’d accept a motion to that effect.

Alderman Smith moved that a thank you letter be forward to Mrs. Gatsas and the Gatsas
Family.  Alderman Shea duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion
carried.

Mayor Baines addressed item 5 of the agenda:

 5. Bond Resolutions:

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Three Million
Six Hundred Forty thousand Dollars ($3,640,000) for the 2002 CIP 310402,
School Capital Improvement Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of One Hundred
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000) for the 2002 CIP 511402, Derryfield Park
Rehabilitation Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Three
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($350,000) for the 2002 CIP 511502, School
Site Improvements Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Two Hundred
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) for the 2002 CIPO 714202, Annual ROW
Reconstruction Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($200,000) for the 2002 CIP 714302, Bridge Rehabilitation
Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Two Hundred
Thirty Thousand Dollars ($230,000) for the 2002 CIP 714402, Sidewalk
Improvement Program.”
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“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of Six Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($600,000) for the 2002 CIP 811402, City Motorized
Equipment Replacement Program.”

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes, or Lease Purchases in the amount of Two Million
Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($2,750,000) for the 2002 CIP 811502
Municipal Facility Building Acquisition Project.”

“Authorizing Bonds or Notes in the amount of Nine Million Dollars
($9,000,000) in furtherance of the Manchester Airport Capital Improvement
Program.”

Alderman O’Neil moved to dispense with the readings of the Bond Resolutions by titles
only.  Alderman Wihby duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion
carried.

Alderman Wihby moved that the Bond Resolutions ought to pass and lay over.  Alderman
Pinard duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion carried.

Mayor Baines addressed item 6 of the agenda:

 6. Resolutions:

“Amending the FY2002 Community Improvement Program, transferring,
authorizing and appropriating funds in the amount of Five Million Nine
Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($5,940,000) to provide for expediting of
various FY2003 proposed CIP Projects.”

“Amending the FY2002 Community Improvement Program, transferring,
authorizing and appropriating funds in the amount of Two Million Seven
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($2,750,000.00) for FY2002 CIP 811502
Municipal Facility Building Acquisition Project.”

On motion of Alderman Thibault, duly seconded by Alderman Garrity, it was voted to
dispense with the readings of the Resolutions by titles only.

Alderman Osborne moved that the Resolutions ought to pass and be enrolled.  Alderman
Forest duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion carried.
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Mayor Baines addressed item 7 of the agenda:

 7. CIP Budget Authorization:

2002 811502 Municipal Facility Building Acquisition

Alderman Wihby moved to approve the CIP budget authorization, subject to the final
adoption of related resolutions.  Alderman Shea duly seconded the motion.

Alderman Wihby asked are we still planning on having a meeting to go over all those
different plans.

Mayor Baines replied yes.

Alderman Wihby asked at the next meeting or what?

Mayor Baines asked do we have a schedule on that, Mr. MacKenzie.

Mr. MacKenzie replied you had requested that by May 14th, so we should have the
information for the next meeting.

Mayor Baines called for a vote on the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion
carried.

TABLED ITEM

On motion of Alderman Garrity, duly seconded by Alderman Wihby, it was voted to remove
item 8 from the table for discussion.

 8. Resolution:

“ ‘A Resolution providing a supplemental appropriation to the Manchester
School District in the sum of $480,000 for the Fiscal Year 2002’ as amended to
$400,000.”

Alderman Wihby asked can we receive and file it?

Mayor Baines stated we do have an opinion that was written by the City Solicitor on this
issue that we are going to distribute to the Board at this time.  Basically, in order for us to
even consider this issue initially there would have to be agreement on both parts to amend
the Settlement Agreement…my recommendation to the Board this evening is that we do not
take action on this and wait for some further discussion with the School District.  We are
particularly concerned about an issue relating to approximately $222,000 that they have been
required to pay because of the sale of bonds and I’d like
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some opportunity to discuss that issue with Mr. Donovan and the Vice-Chairman of the
Board and then have them in here at the next meeting to discuss with this Board the issue
before we make a final decision whether we would even want to amend that Settlement
Agreement.  So, that’s my recommendation that we not make any decisions on this tonight
and wait until we have an opportunity.  Again, we just got this today and we haven’t had a
chance to have full discussions with the School Board.

Alderman Shea commented if we keep tabling this it will be next year, so it would be non
sequitor wouldn’t it.

Mayor Baines replied the answer to that would be no, not really because if the issue of the
$222,000 which was an unanticipated expense that they incurred because we did go out and
sell the bonds which is beneficial to the entire City that if we were, for example, a
scenario…that we decided to deal with a supplemental appropriation just to take care of that
issue in this year that could be taken care of at the end of the year.

Mr. Sherman replied yes that is correct.

Mayor Baines stated so the next meeting would be fine in terms of that issue.

Alderman Shea stated just a follow-up question because of that comment, if in fact, we
wanted to take that from them, but they agreed not to take it for whatever reason does there
have to be mutual agreement in terms of that $222,000 or is that something that has to be
mandated by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen because of a bond that they have been
committed to.

Mayor Baines replied in my view that would be a mutual agreement and again I’d like to
defer it to have some additional conversations before we decide that issue.

Alderman Wihby asked how could it be a mutual decision, it’s a school charge that the
auditor sat here and told us that he would count it on their books.  So, it’s not mutual, it’s
their charge and it would be up to us if we wanted to absorb that as a supplement
appropriation but it has nothing to do with this.  We can receive and file this because when
you come back you’re not going to be talking about anything to do with this.  It’s not going
to be looking to use some of their surplus, it would be looking to add additional
supplemental appropriation.

Mayor Baines stated it would be the same thing.
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Mr. Sherman stated maybe I should let Tom Arnold answer but I would think you would
want to keep this on the table because I guess I’d be concerned if you received and filed this
and then brought in a second supplement, you’d have to go back through the public hearing
process.  You can always amend this number down.

Alderman Wihby stated oh, so this would have to go to public hearing too.

Alderman Thibault moved to retable item 8.  Alderman Forest duly seconded the motion.
There being none opposed, the motion carried.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, on motion of Alderman
Thibault, duly seconded by Alderman Wihby, it was voted to adjourn.

A True Record.  Attest.

Clerk of Committee


